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Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 
 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99) is a 
Federal law that protects the privacy of student education records. The law applies to all schools that 
receive funds under an applicable program of the U.S. Department of Education. 

FERPA gives parents certain rights with respect to their children's education records. These rights 
transfer to the student when he or she reaches the age of 18 or attends a school beyond the high 
school level. Students to whom the rights have transferred are "eligible students." 

• Parents or eligible students have the right to inspect and review the student's education 
records maintained by the school. Schools are not required to provide copies of records 
unless, for reasons such as great distance, it is impossible for parents or eligible students to 
review the records. Schools may charge a fee for copies. 

• Parents or eligible students have the right to request that a school correct records which they 
believe to be inaccurate or misleading. If the school decides not to amend the record, the 
parent or eligible student then has the right to a formal hearing. After the hearing, if the school 
still decides not to amend the record, the parent or eligible student has the right to place a 
statement with the record setting forth his or her view about the contested information. 

• Generally, schools must have written permission from the parent or eligible student in order to 
release any information from a student's education record. However, FERPA allows schools to 
disclose those records, without consent, to the following parties or under the following 
conditions (34 CFR § 99.31): 

o School officials with legitimate educational interest; 
o Other schools to which a student is transferring; 
o Specified officials for audit or evaluation purposes; 
o Appropriate parties in connection with financial aid to a student; 
o Organizations conducting certain studies for or on behalf of the school; 
o Accrediting organizations; 
o To comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena; 
o Appropriate officials in cases of health and safety emergencies; and 
o State and local authorities, within a juvenile justice system, pursuant to specific State 

law. 

Schools may disclose, without consent, "directory" information such as a student's name, address, 
telephone number, date and place of birth, honors and awards, and dates of attendance. However, 
schools must tell parents and eligible students about directory information and allow parents and 
eligible students a reasonable amount of time to request that the school not disclose directory 
information about them. Schools must notify parents and eligible students annually of their rights 
under FERPA. The actual means of notification (special letter, inclusion in a PTA bulletin, student 
handbook, or newspaper article) is left to the discretion of each school. 
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Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) was signed by President Obama on December 10, 2015, 
and represents good news for our nation’s schools. This bipartisan measure reauthorizes the 50-year-
old Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), the nation’s national education law and 
longstanding commitment to equal opportunity for all students. 

The new law builds on key areas of progress in recent years, made possible by the efforts of 
educators, communities, parents, and students across the country. 

For example, today, high school graduation rates are at all-time highs. Dropout rates are at historic 
lows. And more students are going to college than ever before. These achievements provide a firm 
foundation for further work to expand educational opportunity and improve student outcomes under 
ESSA. 

The previous version of the law, the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act, was enacted in 2002. NCLB 
represented a significant step forward for our nation’s children in many respects, particularly as it 
shined a light on where students were making progress and where they needed additional support, 
regardless of race, income, zip code, disability, home language, or background. The law was 
scheduled for revision in 2007, and, over time, NCLB’s prescriptive requirements became increasingly 
unworkable for schools and educators. Recognizing this fact, in 2010, the Obama administration 
joined a call from educators and families to create a better law that focused on the clear goal of fully 
preparing all students for success in college and careers. 

Congress has now responded to that call. 

The Every Student Succeeds Act reflects many of the priorities of this administration. 

ESSA Highlights 

President Obama signed the Every Student Succeeds Act into law on December 10, 2015. 

ESSA includes provisions that will help to ensure success for students and schools. Below are just a 
few. The law: 

• Advances equity by upholding critical protections for America's disadvantaged and high-need 
students. 

• Requires—for the first time—that all students in America be taught to high academic standards 
that will prepare them to succeed in college and careers. 

• Ensures that vital information is provided to educators, families, students, and communities 
through annual statewide assessments that measure students' progress toward those high 
standards. 

• Helps to support and grow local innovations—including evidence-based and place-based 
interventions developed by local leaders and educators—consistent with our Investing in 
Innovation and Promise Neighborhoods 

• Sustains and expands this administration's historic investments in increasing access to high-
quality preschool. 

• Maintains an expectation that there will be accountability and action to effect positive change 
in our lowest-performing schools, where groups of students are not making progress, and 
where graduation rates are low over extended periods of time. 

 

http://www2.ed.gov/programs/innovation/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/innovation/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/promiseneighborhoods/index.html
http://www.ed.gov/early-learning
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Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is a law that makes available a free appropriate 
public education to eligible children with disabilities throughout the nation and ensures special 
education and related services to those children. 

The IDEA governs how states and public agencies provide early intervention, special education, and 
related services to more than 6.5 million eligible infants, toddlers, children, and youth with disabilities. 

Infants and toddlers, birth through age 2, with disabilities and their families receive early intervention 
services under IDEA Part C. Children and youth ages 3 through 21 receive special education and 
related services under IDEA Part B. 

Additionally, the IDEA authorizes: 

• Formula grants to states to support special education and related services and early 
intervention services. 

• Discretionary grants to state educational agencies, institutions of higher education, and other 
nonprofit organizations to support research, demonstrations, technical assistance and 
dissemination, technology development, personnel preparation and development, and parent-
training and -information centers. 
 

Congress reauthorized the IDEA in 2004 and most recently amended the IDEA through Public Law 114-95, 
the Every Student Succeeds Act, in December 2015. 
 

In the law, Congress states: Disability is a natural part of the human experience and in no way 
diminishes the right of individuals to participate in or contribute to society. Improving educational 
results for children with disabilities is an essential element of our national policy of ensuring equality of 
opportunity, full participation, independent living, and economic self-sufficiency for individuals with 
disabilities. 
 

IEP  
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act requires education institutions, in collaboration with 

parents (and older students), to tailor an individualized education program (IEP) for each 
student with a disability that meets the unique needs of that student. Too often, IEPs are created and 
monitored without benefit of knowledge of the latest research on education and assessment of 
student with disabilities. This research program focuses on the development and evaluation of 
training programs for IEP teams, as well as methods of managing and monitoring the IEP process, 
that will result in education services that are better aligned with scientifically based research and that 
enhance the achievement and development of students with disabilities. 

 

IFSP 
The Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) is a written plan that is developed for each 

eligible infant and toddler with a disability. The Part C regulations specify, at 34 CFR §§303.342 - 
303.345, the procedures that State Lead Agencies and early intervention service providers must 
follow to develop, review, and revise an IFSP for each child. The document below sets out the IFSP 
content that those regulations require.  

 

 
For more information go to the source: https://www2.ed.gov/ 
 
 

http://sites.ed.gov/idea/state-formula-grants/
http://sites.ed.gov/idea/discretionary-grants/
https://www2.ed.gov/
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Federal Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act 
(CAPTA) 

The Federal Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) requires each State to have 
provisions or procedures for requiring certain individuals to report known or suspected instances of 
child abuse and neglect.  

For more information regarding Mandated Reporter Laws and state statues pertaining to the 

process for reporting abuse or neglect, the responsibilities of institutions in making reports, standards 
for making a report and confidentiality of the reporter’s identity, please click on this link from 
Childwelfare.gov and the Child Welfare Information Gateway. 

https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/manda.pdf#page=1&view=Introduction 
 

 

 
 

https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/manda.pdf#page=1&view=Introduction
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